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CHAPT~ I 
SELECTION OF THE PROBLEM 
STATEMENT OF THE PURPOSE 
The purpose of this study is to identify the various 
traits of ·people which are liked and disliked by Junior 
High School pupils. The specific purpose is to gather, 
by means of an opinion surve7, a list of the behavior char-
acteristics which boys and girls consider desirable, and 
a list of those which they consider undesirable. 
JUSTIFICATION 
One of the current questions of educators and other 
people interested in adolescents has to do with the ob-
jectives of secondar;y education. Many statements of the 
purposes of education of modern youth have been proposed. y 
One of these statements bas been made by William s. Sadler 
in his book, Piloting Modern Youth. In this book he says: 
"The positive aim of ad~lescent education should be to 
develop personality." 
The idea that personality development is important in 
~ w.s. Sadler, Piloting Modern Youth. 
agnalls Company, 1931. 
-1-
New York: l!'unk and 
the education of youth was shown in a study on personality ?d . 
traits by Merton Bowling. This study revealed that business 
men believe that the points on which future employees need 
to be trained are personality traits. y 
The Ladies Home Journal considers the understanding 
of adolescent personalit.f development to be of such vital 
interest to parents, that they have devoted twelve articles 
to it in their 1949 and 1950 issues. As these articles 
have shown, to develop constructively and to improve the 
personality of youth, the factors which contribute to 
social acceptance must be shown to them in an attractive 
and concrete manner. Adolescence is the vital period of 
desire for social acceptance, and also the time when youth 
are keenly anxious to find out how they can be a member of 
the " in group." 
Appealing to adolescents are the results of polls or 
surveys which provide informati~ as to the opinions of 
other youth of their age and background on the issues con-
cerned. The result of this has been the conclusion that 
information concerning personality traits, obtained from 
youth will be an aid to counselors, teachers, and other 
youth guides in their efforts to develop personalities 
10 Merton Bowling, A Stu~ of Personality Traits of a 
'S""elected [oN'p of of1fcel'fo'Hirs with Thirty concerns-in 
Boston !!!..... ew-york Qj]z, 1948. - -
~ "Profile of Youth, ''Ladies Home Journal, Issues Juneil949 
-- to March 950. 
2 
With sound ethical and socially effective attributes. Such 
information will also be useful for group guidance pur-
poses, because it indicates problems that are common to 
boys and girls in the development of their personalities. y 
Floyd L. Ruch proposes that a study of personality 
traits is useflll in teaching youth how to develop good 
personalities when he states: 
When our ·own inefficiency results in the develop-
ment of unwanted qualities in our children or 
pupils, we side-step the issue by ascribing the 
causes to heredity. It would be better to study 
the factors tbat make for success or failure in 
developing a desirable personality. 
He further pointe out that the logical point of departure, 
in a pro~am of personality building is to know what posi-
tive qualities are possessed by happy, well-liked people, 
and what negative qualities are possessed by tmdesirable 
individuals. 
REVIEW OF RESE.UtCH 
The review of research reveals that very little wo.r:k: 
has been done in this field. However, some of the research 
related to adolescents and personality traits bas some sig-
, 
nificance for this study. 
47 Floyd t. RUch, Psychology and Life. New York: Scott, 
~oresman and Company, 1937, p:-!2~ 
Since this survey is concerned with youth preferences 
of personality traits, the research material which indicates 
the nature of these traits has some significance for this 
!I 
study. Horne points out that many of the traits which 
make up a good personality r.ank high in attitude object. 
He defines an attitude object as a synonym for topic and 
states it as: 
"Any effective stimulus to which an individual may 
react. It may range, therefore, from a very con-
crete phenomenon to the most abstract idea possible." 
He points out that many of the traits that make up a good 
personality rank high 1n attitude object. These include 
co-operation, honesty, thinking, understanding, etc., as 
rated and ranked by 245 students in east~rn and midwestern 
United States. 
Further research, which is related to this study, 
concerns the factors which influence personality develop-
!/ 
ment. In Stern's study on the effects of heredity and . 
environment in determining personality, it is shown that 
traits of emotions and social adjustment are more subject 
to influences of environmental factors than mental abilities 
and motor behavior. 
i) E. Porter Horne, "Socially Significant Attitude Objects", 
lrulletin of Purdue University, Vol. XXXVII, No. 4, December, 
1936, P· m. 
2/ Leah B. Stern, "The Effects of Heredity and Enrtronment 
in Determining Personality Twin Resea,rch from 1934 to 1945," 
Clark University, 1945. 
Age as another factor that influences personalit.y 
development was revealed in the research, through two 
studies. One aspect of personality development, is the 
adjustment that children make to their environment. In 
- !I 
the School Review, Symonds and Sherman reported on a 
survey of the personalit.y adjustment of Junior High School 
pupils. The conclusions made in the study reveal that, 
other factors being equal, the younger the age of the child 
for his class, the better he is adjusted to school. 
!I The effect of age was pointed out again in Tr.yon•s 
study on the evaluation of adolescent personality by adoles-
cents. This study' points out that girls' values undergo 
revolutionary changes between the ages of twelve and fifteen 
while the boys show only minor changes in terms of slightly 
shifted emphasis. 
The attitudes of adults towards social problems in-
fluence the personali t.y development of youth. In studying 
children's attitudes, the problem of their independence or 
jJ :Percival M. Symonds and Murray Sherman, "A Personal! ty 
~urvey of a Junior High School," School Review 66:449-401, 
December, 194'7. 
2/ Caroline McCann Tr.yon, "Evaluations of Adolescent Ferson-
ili ty by Adolescents," Society for Research in-· Child ~......r.;:;:.;;.• 
ment, Volume IX, Serial No. 23,-ritional Research 0 , 
WiiEington, D.o., 1939. 
reflection of their parents• attitudes was reported by 
!I T.D. Peterson • He points out, in his stu~, that children 
do reflect their parents• attitudes, the mother's attitude 
being more influential to both sons and daughters, and the 
daughters being more influenced than the sons. This re-
!/ flection of adults• ·attitudes is shown also in Tryon's 
study, which pointed out that at all ages, behavior which 
conforms to the demands and regulations of the adu.l t world 
was stated as liked by both boys and girls. 
In using the information gained through the present 
stud7, it is important to know whether or not students • 
social attitudes can be changed. Research which revealed 
that these attitudes can be changed was found in three 
!I 
studies. One of these studies brought out the fact that 
attitudes which a.re not too deeply rooted and socially ac-
, !I 
oepted, ean be changed. Another study of this type points 
out that attitudes of high school pupils can be changed by 
use of relatively small amounts of social stimulus material, 
1/ T.D. Peterson, "The Relationship between Certain Atti-
'iil.des of Parents and Children," Bulletin of Purdue Uni-
versity, op. cit., pp. 143-144. 
y Tryon, ~· ~., 
3/ .David H. Russell and Isabelle V. Robertson, "Influencing 
lrttitudea toward Minorit,y Groups in a Junior High School," 
School Review 56:205-213, December, 1947. 
4/ Donald Peregrine, "The Effects of Printed Social Stimulus 
laterial upon the Attitudes of High School Pupils toward the 
Negro •" Bulletin of Purdue Universitz, 212 cit., p. 60. 
6 
and if it persists over a period of time, a considerable 
!.1 
amount of change can be produced. Beaton conducted an 
experiment in which he shows that oivic and social opinions 
and attitudes can be ohanged as a result of training. 
Finally, the research was examined to discover any 
studies which had been made to obtain the personality trait !I . . 
preferences of youth. Laird's book, ~We Don't ~ 
People, reported that nine traits actions were developed 
as the most important rules for successfully getting along 
with people. These were: dependableness, helpfulness, not 
showing off ;your knowledge, not feeling or acting superior 
to your associates, not reprimanding people who do things 
that displease · you, not exaggerating your statements, not 
making fun of others behind their backs, not being sarcastic 
and not being domineering. He sums up all these rules 
under the general positive trait of being thoughtful of 
others. 
As the report on the previous work done in the field 
of personality shows, more information suoh as is presented 
in the findings of this thesis, is necessar.y if an intelli-
gent and successful approach is to be made in teaching our 
adolescent youth personality development which will lead 
to business and social success. 
S ep en ea on, Jr., "An Experiment in Guidance with 
peoial Reference to Sooial and Civic Attitude~Clark Uni-
versity, 1946. 
2 Donald A. Laird, !!!l We Don't Like People. New York: 
Glaser and Company, 1935. ----
' 
OHA.P!ER II 
OONS!RUOTION AND ADMINISTRATION OJ TBB OPINIONNAIBE 
As 1 t was pointed out in the preceding chapter, the 
development of the peraonalit,r of adolescent youth should 
be one of the primary aims of education. The review of 
research brought out the fact that little work baa been 
done in securing from youth the traits that they use as 
the criteria for evaluating the personalities of people. 
The conclusion drawn was that information should be ob-
tained in this field, and it should be secured from a 
group of typical teen-age youth. 
The present chapter is devoted to the method used 
for obtaining this information, and a description of the 
pupils who participated in this study. 
Preparation and Administration of the Opinionnaire 
Guidance Literature was studied and disouaaions with 
guidance personnel were held. The result of the investi-
gation was the decision to use the free writing teobnique. 
The reasoning behind tbis decision was that the partici-
pants • thoughts would not be channeled and thus a more 
accurate picture of the traits that they liked and dis-
liked in people would be obtained. 
-a-
Conferences were held w1 th guidance personnel, faculty 
members of the participating school, and administrators of 
the school and cit.y school system, to determine the wording 
of the opinionnaire. The end result of this action was 
the preliminar.v form of the opinionnaire. This form em-
phasised these points: it is not a teet, and participation 
in this survey is entirely voluntar,r; it is to be used to 
help boys and girls like you; when writing, consider not 
only your classmates and the school environment but in-
clude your reactions to all the people with whom you come 
in contact, and all the places you go. 
The preliminar.v form of the opinionnaire was discussed 
further with the same personnel. As a result, revisions 
were .. de in the opinionnaire to eliminate the implications 
that the pupils describe the degree of their favorable or 
unfavor.able emotions toward people. 
Table I shows that the majori t.1 of the pupils were 
in the thirteen, fourteen, and fifteen year age bracket, 
the largest group falling under the fourteen•year old 
group. At all ages the number of girls was slightly larger 
than the number of boys. The distribution by grades shows 
that a slightly larger number of the pupils were drawn from 




~39 PUPILS TAKDJG PART Ilf THE STUDY 
ARRANGED BY GRADE AOOORDING !0 AGE 
Am> SEX 
AGE 
GBADE 12 13 14 15 16 1'1 TO!AL 
B--G B---- G B---G :S----G B--G B--G B--- -G 
Eight 1 3 19 2'1 16 22 11 '1 1 1 0 0 4'1 60 
!fine 0 0 1 3 28 33 26 25 10 5 0 1 65 6'1 
Total. 1 3 20 30 43 56 37 32 11 6 0 1 112 12'1 
Table II showa the distribution of pupils by intelli-




110 - 119 
90 - 109 




239 PUPILS TAKING PART Ili THE STUDY 
ARRANGED BY IN!BLLIGDOE QUOTIENT 
J.OOOBDING TO GRADE AND SEX 
GRADE VIII GRADE IX 
Boys Girls Boys Girls 
No.--~ No.--~ No.--~ No • .e.JJb 
1 1.'1 1 2.1 1 1~5 0 o.o 
3 6.0 6 12.8 7 10.4 11 ·16.9 
43 71.'1 30 63~8 51 76.1 46 70.8 
11 18.3 9 19.1 7 10.4 6 10.0 








Table II shQws that the pupils range in intelligence 
from IQ 66 to IQ 127. Three pupils or 1.2 per cent of the 
group have IQ' s of 120 or higher. Twenty-seven or 11.'1 
per cent of the pupils have IQ's of 110 through 119. Both 
these groups of pupils have IQ' s which indicate superior 
ability. Thus 30 or 12.9 per cent of the pupils have 
superior ability. The fact that 1 '10 of the pupils have 
IQ's of 90 through 109, points out that 71.4 per cent of 
the total number of pupils have average ability. ~ group 
of 33 pupils or 13.8 per cent of all the pupils have IQ's 
which range from 80 through 89, and six pupils or 2 per 
cent of the total number of pupils have IQ's of '19 and 
lower, which shows that 15,8 per cent of the pupils are 
of low ability. Thus it would appear that, in this re-
spect, the typical population of a junior high school is 
represented. 
SCHOOL AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC BACKGROtmD 
The participants were drawn from the student bo~ 
of the Gratton Street Junior High School, Worcester, Mass-
achusetts. The school enrollment totals 800 students. 
Predominantly two and three family type dwellings are in 
the school district, which is composed of three sections, 
a business area, a well-kept residential area, and a poorly-
kept residential area. 
The student body is drawn from the middle and lower 
income group. Very few of the parents are in the profession-
al occupations. Most of the students are of foreign ex-
traction, Irish, French, SWedish, Lithuanian, Folish, Jewish, 
Greek, Eastern European, and Italian being represented, 
with the Italian group being the largest. Five parochial 
schools also draw from the same area. 
The opinionnaire was constructed and revised prelim-
' 
·' . 
ina17 to the tests administration. The second and third 
revisions were made as the result of the first two samplings. 
The final form was administered to 239 pupils, in the 
_eighth .and ninth grades. As was shown in Table I, a 
slightly larger number of girls participated than did boys. 
Table II pointed out that a normal distribution of intelli-
ge~ce ~s represented. 
The notation on the school district pointe·d out that 
the students are drawn from the middle and low income 
groups, and are predominslltly of foreign extraction. 
CHAP~ER III 
F:mDDrGS 
As was shown in Chapter II , an opinionnai re, which 
_ asked 239 pupils to state the traits that they like and 
dislike in people, was administered at the Grafton Street 
Junior High School, Worcester, !lassachusetts. The purpose 
of this chapter is to present the findings obtained in this 
surveJ'. 
THE TBAI!S OF PEOPLE S~A~ED AS LilEJ) .Alm DISLIKED 
The data indicating the traits of people that are 
liked or disliked by the participants were secured by 
counting and classifying the indiVidual items stated as 
liked and disliked were computed and the per cent of items 
stated by the pupils was arranged by grade and sex. 
As shown in Table III, the number and per cent of 
items stated as characteristics liked and disliked varied 
according to grade and sex. 
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TABLE III 
THE NUMBER AWl) PERCENTAGE OF ITEMS 
STATED AS !I!RAITS LIKED AND . DISLIXBD 
REPOM'EJ) BY GRADI AED SEX . 
LIDS DISLIKES oi~Efi· 
No. ~ No. ~ lfo • ~ 
.. 
Grade VIII 
Boys 90 '1.4 126 9.6 223 1'1.0 
Girls 180 13.'1 199 16.2 3'19 28.9 
Total 2'1'1 21.1 326 24.8. 602 45.9 
Grade IX 
Boys 140 10.'1 111 8.5 251 19.2 
Girls 206 15~'1 262 19.2 468 34.9 
Total 346 26.4 362 2'1.'1 '109 54.1 
!J!otal 
BOJ'S 23'1 18.1 23'1 18.1 47. 36.2 
· Girls 386 29.4 461 34.4 837 63.8 
Total 623 4'1.5 688 62.6 131.1 100.0 
Tabulation of Table III points out the number and 
percentage of items stated as traits liked and disliked. 
It also shows that of the 1,311 statements made, 52.5 per 
cent of them concerned the traits stated as disliked and 
4'1.5 per cent concerned the traits stated as liked. The 
pupils in Grade IX made 54,1 per cent of the total number 
of statements as compared with 45.9 per cent of them made 
by the pupils in Grade VIII. 
The traits stated as liked composed 4'1.6 per cent 
of the total number of statements made. The pupils in 
Grade IX made 5.3 per cent more of the statements con-
cerning these traits than did the pupils in Grade VIII. 
14 
The traits stated as disliked were written in 62.5 per eent 
of the total number of statements made. The grade nine 
pupils made 2.9 per cent more of these statements than 
were made by the pupils in grade eight. 
Sixty-three and eight~tenths per cent of the total 
number of statements were made by the girls and 36.2 per 
cent of them were made by- the bo,-s. !he girls in each 
grade wrote more statements, concerning the traits which 
are either liked or disliked, than did the boys. The 
total number of statements made by the girls in grade eight 
contains 11.9 per cent more statements, and the total num-
ber,written by the grade nine girls, contains 16.6 per cent 
more statements than were included in the statements of 
the boys in these respective grades. The statements of 
the traits pointed out as liked show that totall7 the girls 
made 11.3 per cent more of the total number of statements 
obtained in the survey. !he statements of the grade eight 
girls exceeded those of the grade eight bo,-s by 6.3 per 
cent. The statements of the grade nine girls exceeded 
those of the boys in this grade b7 6 per cent. 
The statements of the traits disliked shows that the 
girls made 16.3 per cent more of the total statements than 
were made by the boys. The girls in grade eight wrote 6.6 
per cent more of the total number of statements written . 
as traits disliked, than were written about these traits 
by the boys in this grade. In grade nine, the g1 rl s • 
statements of the traits disliked exceeded those of the 
boys b7 10.'1 per cent of all the statements made. 
VAJ!ATION IN CATEGORIES 
The statements made b7 the pupils were first sep-
arated according to sex. In each of these two groupings, 
a list of the traits stated as liked and a list of the 
traits stated as disliked were made. These four listings 
included the verbatim statements of the pupils. Fifty 
statements chosen at random, twenty-five made by each sex, 
were examined and provisional categories were determined. 
These statements were then listed in these categories. 
The meaning of the -words used as headings for the categor-
ies were checked With the dictionary. When the dictionary 
did not agree with the t houghts expressed by the statements 
listed and their heading~:: designations, a revision of the 
heading designation or a shifting of the trait to another 
category was made. After satisfactor.v words were determined 
for the heading designations and the first fifty state-
ments were listed under the proper heading, the remaining 
statements were grouped in their respective categories. 
When all the traits were listed, the headings and 
statements were reexamined to see if the headings explained 
16 
the statements and the statements fitted into the cate-
gories in which the;y were placed. Further revision fol-
lowed and the final headings and trait listings were made. 
The traits were grouped into four categories under 
the heading designations of etiquette, social acceptance, 
moral character, and a.ppearance. Ett._g,u_ette is uaed here 
to designate the customs which are spoken of as manners, _ 
courtes;y, politeness and their opposites. Social acceptance 
is used to designate the bebavior which aids or hinders a 
person's acceptance b;y his fellows as a companion or as a 
friend. Moral character is used . to designate the traits 
associated with the habits and actions which are considered 
right or wrong b;y societ;y. Appearance is used to designate 
the pb7sica1 aspect of a person's clothes or ph7sique. 
Further clarification of the traits tbat were listed 
under the tour category headings is shown below: 
Etiquette designated traits that were pointed out in state-
ments of these t;ypes: 
"Boys, who give their seats to ladies." 
"A pers'on who has good manners." 
"Teen-agers who r~ember their manners by all means." 
"People who do not smoke on the bus." 
"Polite people." 
"Courteous people." 
"People who pardon themselves when the;y accidentally bump 
someone." · 
"People Who do not interrupt when someone else is talking." 
"Teen-agers who talk loud." 
· "People pushing ahead ot you and not waiting tor their 
own tum. " 
"Boys who haven't any manners." 
"To have my classmates smoke." 
"People who swear or use unfit language." 
"People who snap gum in the movies." 
Social acceptance was referred to in these types of 
statements: 
"Friendly people." 
"A person who keeps up a conversation." 
"Good humor." 
"A good aport." 
"A person who is quiet." 
"Boys Who have a. laugh once in a while." 
"People who will agree to do something that you want to 
do." 
"People who are not show offs." 
"A person who brags." 
"People who look for fights ever,v time they turn arbund." 
"People who are always complaining." 
"A person who is self~eonscious." 




"Kindness. " \ . 
"Someone who is loyal." 
"People who do good for others." 
"A person who is trustworthy." 
"A person who does what he says." 
"Breaking Windows and street lights." 
"People who tell dirty jokes." 
"People Who are untruthful." 
Appearance was referred to in words and phrases such as 
are stated below: 
~arsons who have the habit of dressing well wherever 
they go." 
"Cleanliness in a person." 
"Someone who does not put on all the makeup they can on 
their faces." 
"People that are dressed neatly." 
. "Dirt7"· 
"A girl who wears too much or not enough makeup. Bot 
enough makes her lOOk childish and too much makes 
her look a mess." 
"People Y.ho are untidy." 
Table IV showe the variance of the number and per-
centage of statements made according to categor,y and grade. 
Category 
TABLE IV 
NUJIBER AWD PERCENTAGE OF ITEMS 
. IN EACH CATEGORY STATED AS . LIXED 
A!JD DISLIKED BEPORTED BY GRADE 
Likes 
Grade 8 Grade 9 
No. % :No. % 
Dislikes 
Grade 8 Grade 9 





Etiquette 99 7.6 75 5.7 172 13.1 116 8.8 462 35.2 
Social 85 6.5 118 9.0 70 5.3 122 9.4 395 30.2 
.Accept-
ance 




30 2.3 36 2.7 6 0.5 16 1.2 88 6·.7 
Total 277 21.2 346 26.3 325 24.8 363 27.7 1311 100.0 
Tabulation of the items stated in Table IV shows that 
a total of 1,311 statements wer$ made. The pupils tn grade 
eight made 21.2 per cent of these statements as expressions 
of traits liked. The grade nine pupils made 26.3 per c·ent 
of the statements as expressions of traits liked. The 
grade eight pupils made 24.8 per cent of the statements 
as traits disliked and the pupils in grade nine made 2'1. '1 
per cent of them as traits disliked. 
The statements concerning the traits of etiquette 
equaled 35.2 per cent of the total number of statements 
made. There was no significant difference in the percentage 
of traits stated as liked or disliked by the pupils in grade 
eight and grade nine. However, the grade eight pupils de-
voted 1.9 per cent more of the total number of statements 
to point out traits liked and 4.3 per cent to point out 
traits disliked. 
Statements concerning behavior which is relate! to 
social acceptance equaled 30.2 per cent of the total number 
of statements made. The grade nine pupils wrote 2.5 per 
cent more of the total number of statements written about 
the traits written in this categor,v which are liked and 
4.1 per cent about the traits which are disliked. This 
shows that there is no real difference in the number of 
statements concerning the traits in this category which 
are liked and disliked. 
Statements concerning moral character compose 27.9 
per cent of the total number of statements made. Here 
again, there was very little difference in the percentage 
of the total number of statements made, that were devoted 
to these traits by the pupils in either grade. The grade 
nine pupils wrote 4.1 per cent more of the total statements 
about the traits that are liked and 2.7 per cent more of 
the total statements about the traits that are disliked 
than were written by the pupils in grade eight. 
statements concerning appearance composed only 6.7 
per cent c~ the total number of statements made. The per-
centage difference devoted to the traits liked and disliked 
in this category ~Y the pupils in each grade was of no 
significance. The pupils in grade nine wrote .4 per cent 
more of the total number of statements made pointing out 
' the traits in this category which were stated as liked and 
.7 per cent more of all the statements as the traits ~ch 
were disliked, than were written by the pupils in grade 
eight. 
/ 
/ fhe general picture drawn by this table is that the 
largest percentage of statements written concern the ob-
servation and violation of correct for-ms of etiquette. A 
smaller· percentage concerns behavior related to social 
acceptance. A still smaller percentage of the statements 
were related to moral character and a very small percentage 
were written about appearance. The statements made con-
cerning etiquette included five per cent more statements 
than those written about social acceptance, 7.3 per cent 
more statements than the number written about moral char-
acter and 28.5 per cent more than those written about 
appearance. There is no signifieant difference in the 
number of statements made concerning behavior related to 
social acceptance and the number made concerning behavior 
relatea, to moral cbaraoter. However, 23.5 per cent more 
state~ents cencerned 'behavior related to social accep"t1ance, 
and 21.2 per cent more statements concerning behavior re-
lated to moral character were made than the number of 
statements made concerning appearance. Appearance was 
written about in only 6.7 per cent of the total number of 
statements. These fact~ show that traits of etiquette, 
social acceptance, and moral -character are the qualities 
of people which the pupils, who took part in the survey, 
consider important to personalit7. The percentage of 
statements devoted to the traits liked and disliked in 
each categor,y by the pupils in each grade shows that there 
is -no significant difference between the grades. 
Table V shows the variance in the number and percent-
age of statements made according to categor,v and sex. 
TABLE V 
NUMBER A1lD PERCENTAGE OF ITEMS 
IN EACH CATEGORY STATED AS LIXED 
ANl> DISLIKED REPORTED BY SEI: 
. Likes Dislikes Totai Statements 
category Boys Girls Boy e. Girls 
No. % No. % No. % No. % l!l'o. % 
Etiquette 53 4.1 121 9.3 93 7.0 195 14.8 462 35.2 
Social Ac- 91 6.9 112 8.6 78 6.0 114 8.7 395 30.2 
oeptanoe 
Moral 65 4.9 115 8.8 57 4.3 129 9.9 366 27.9 
Character 
Appear- 28 2.1 38 2.9 9 0.7 13 1.0 88 6.7 
ance 
Total 237 18.0 386 29.5 237 18.0 451 34.4 1311 100.0 
Tabulation of the statements made, shows that the 
girls made a larger percentage of the statements con-
cerning both the traits liked and the traits disliked. 
Eleven and five-tenths per cent more of the total state-
ments concerned the traits as liked by the girls, and 16.4 
per cent more of the statements concerned the traits as 
disliked by them. These included 149 more statements of 
trai ta as liked by the girls and 214 of them as disliked 
by the girls. 
The observance of the forms of correct etiquette 
stated as liked included 68 or 5.2 per cent more state-
ments made by the girls than were made by the boys. The 
girls' statements concerning the violations of correct 
etiquette, of Which they disapproved, totaled 102 or 7.8 
per cent more than the number of statements in which the 
boys pointed out these violations. 
The girls made 21 or 1.'1 per cent more statements 
concerning behavior that is liked, in relation to social 
acceptance, than were made by the boys. The girls wrote 
36 or 2.'1 per cent more statements concerning behavior 
which does not help a person to be accepted socially. 
The girls made 50 or 3.9 per cent more of the state-
ments that pointed out the moral traits that are liked, 
and '12 or 5.6 per cent more of the statements that pointed 
out the moral traits that are disliked. The statements 
made concerning appearance do not show any significant 
differences in the number stated as liked or disliked by 
&i ther sex, but the girls did make more statements in 
this oa tego ry. 
Generally, the table shows that the girls made more 
statements in each category and more total statements con-
cerning the traits that they liked and disliked. However, 
the girls' statements did not show a significant difference 
in the number and percentage above the number stated by 
the bo7s. 
ANALYSIS OF TRAITS IWCLUDED IN CATEGOEIES 
Each category was made up of specific traits which 
were pointed out in the statements of the pupils. The 
frequency of repetition of these traits was tabUlated 
for each category, according to the statements made by 
the total number of pupils and by each sex. 
Table VI and Table VII show how the 462 statements 
on traits of etiquette were distributed. Table VI shows 
the distribution of the traits stated as liked. 
Previous to the presentation of Table VI, the state-
ments that are indicated by some of the trait names used 
in this table are pointed out below. The trait name, 
correct manners, (in general) is used to indicate such 
statements as: 
"Girls and boys who are well mannered." 
"Good behavior" 
"People who have good manners." 
"People who do the correct thing." 
"People who are refined." 
"A person who does the right thing at the right time." 
"People who show that they are well-bred." 
"Teen•agers who remember their manners by all means." 
"People who act like ladies and gentlemen." 
"People who display good manners." 
Tbe trait name politeness (in general) is used to in-
dicate statements of the following types. 
"Girls and boys who are polite." 
"Politeness" 
"A person who is polite." 
"A person who is not rude." 
"People who are very polite." 
"Being polite" 
The trait name courtesy (in general) is used to 
indicate these general statements. 
"Courteous people" 
"Courtesy" 
"People who have courtesy." 
"People who are courteous." 
"Courtesy in yo1m.g girls and boys." 
"People who are always courteous." 
The three trait names- correct manners, politeness and 
courtesy in public places are used in Table VI to indicate 
the statements which referred to the forms of correct be-
havior as practiced in public places. Samples of the com-
ponent statements are given in the following quotations. 
"Good manners on the street." 
wyoung girls to act like ladies on the street." 
"Good behavior in public places" 
"People who act right on buses and in public places." 
"A person who is very polite when they go any place, 
especially on the bus." 
( 
"Persons who show courtesy- when shopping." 
"Some people who are courteous in buses." 
"Courteous people in public places" 
"Showing courtesy in public places" 
The trait name politeness to older people is used to 
indicate these statements. 
"Boys and girls who are polite to their elders." 
~oung people being polite to older people." 
"Acting polite to old men and women." 
Polite speech was phrased in various ways, as is shown 
in the following quotations. 
~ot interrupting when someone is talking." 
~cueing oneself in the proper way-." 
~ot answering back in a saucy or sarcastic manner." 
"Answering when spoken to." 
~ o t talking out o :t turn. " 
"A person who doesn' t use vulgar language." 
"A person who doesn't sneer or swear at others' polite-
ness." 
Particular polite actions included these thoughts. 
"Men to remove their hats when entering a building." 
"Keeping one's mouth closed when chewing gum." 
The particular courteous actions pointed out were: 
"A person who doesn't push, but waits :tor their turn 
when they are in a line." 
"A person who doesn't push or shove in public places." 
"Boys and girls who don't :tool on the buses." 
Wfeople who do not smoke on the bus." 
"People giving their seats to older people on the bus." 
WWhen a boy or girl opens the door in the school, 
church or other places for someone." 
"Someone who does not laugh at other people's customs." 
"If you drop any-thing, they help you pick it up." 
"Helping other people by doing errands for them." 
"A person, when shopping is careful not to bump or 
bang into counters." 
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The trait quietness in public places was referred to 
in statements of this type. 
"A person who is quiet when they go any place." 
"People who are not silly on the bus or other public 
places." 
"Children to sit quietly in the auditorium while the 
principal is talking or while a ga.est is giving a 
speech." 
"Children who don't fool in buses." 
"When boys and girls sit quiet and don't make noise 
to disturb other people." 
TABLE VI 
FORMS Ol!' ETIQUJnTTE STATED AS LIKED THE 
FBEQUENCY OF THE STJ.TEMDTS MADE A.BRANGED 
IN RANK ORDER ACCORDING TO THE TOTAL 
NUMBER OF PUPILS AliD SEX 
Trait No. of Statements Made 
Bozs Girls Total. 
Correct llanners (in General) 17 25 42 
Politeness (in General) 6 30 36 
c~~rtesy (in General) 21 15 36 
Courtesy (in Public Places) s 20 23 
Polite Speech 3 9 12 
Particular Courteous Actions 2 9 11 
Politeness in Public Places 0 5 5 
Politeness to Older People 1 2 3 
Politeness in Public Places 0 2 2 
Correct Manners in Public Places 0 2 2 
Particular Polite Actions 0 2 2 
Total Number of Statements 53 121 174 
The general picture, obtained from the tabulation of 
the items in Table VI, is that these junior high school 
pupils consider it important to observe the rules of correct 
etiquette. The fact that general statements concerning 
correct manners were repeated most frequently shows that 
the pupils are more concerned with the observance of the 
forms of correct etiquette, in total, than with any par-
ticular phase. General statements concerning courtesy and 
politeness were stated an equal number of times. These 
forms ranked second in frequency of repetition, which 
points out the fact that the pupils put greater emphasis 
- on these two phases of correct et.iquette than on any other 
particular phase. 
The trait names politeness and correct manners in 
public places, and particular polite actions designate 
the forms of correct etiquette that were pointed out in 
the fewest number of statements. This fact suggests that 
the pupils are not particularly concerned with the exhibi-
tion of correct manners and politeness only in public 
places, or with the practice of any particular act which 
shows politeness. 
The girls made 121 statements and the boys wrote 53 
statements concerning the observance of the forms of correct 
etiquette. Comparison of the number of statements made by 
each sex shows that the girls wrote slightly more than two 
and one-third times the number written by the boys. This 
fact indicates that the girls are more conscious of the 
observance of the correct forms of etiquette and consider 
them to be of greater importance. Examination of the dis-
tribution of the forms pointed out, shows a wide variance 
for both sexes. Greater emphasis was placed on forme of 
general politeness and courtesy in public places by the 
girls. The boys pointed out general courtesy in a larger 
number of statements. However, generally, both sexes re-
flected the frequency totals of the table which shows there 
is no real sex difference for the forms of correct etiquette 
admired. 
Summary of the table pointe out that the observance 
of the correct forme of etiquette by people are noticed 
by junior high school pupils. They admire people who 
observe these forms, as is evidenced by the fact that the 
opinionnaire did not ask specifically for statements con-
cerning etiquette, but just for the traits observed in 
pupils and liked. The individual trait names used in 
the table reflect as clearly as possible the thoughts of 
the pupils on this subject. Thus it may be concluded that 
this table shows that the pupils consider it important to 
observe the correct forme of etiquette. 
The violations of the correct forme of etiquette which 
were stated as disliked are shown in Table VII. Clarifi-
cation of the statements indicated by the trait names used 
in this table are made here in order to make the table more 
meaningful• 
The trait name noise or loudness in public is used 
to express statements of the following types. 
"People that are loud." 
"Loud mouths" 
"Girls and boys who are loud in public." 
"Talking and making noise and making scenes in public." 
"People who yell or are silly in public." 
"People who laugh, making loud noise to attract atten-
tion." 
"People who yell on the street." 
"People who make a lot of noise on the streets." 
"When you are wai~ing in a movie line, people who talk 
as loud as they can." 
"People who shout in the bus." 
"Those who talk loud and don't care about anyone hearing 
their business." 
Impolite speech is used as a trait name that indicates 
thoughts expressed as : 
"A girl who says ~give me' every time she wants something 
instead of saying 'please'." 
''Boys and girls who swear." 
"Cursing and swearing" 
"A person who curses to a certain extent especially when 
it gets personal." 
~ot using very nice language." 
"People who swear and curse." 
"Using unfit language" 
"People who swear in front of little children." 
The particular discourteous actions referred to in 
the table (Table VII) included statements such as these: 
"People pushing ahead of you and not waiting for their 
turn." 
"Boys and girls who would not get off a se~t and give 
it to an older person." 
"Even grownups who shove people practically knocking 
them over." 
~en an older person drops something and a younger 
person walks over it without picking it up." 
"Boys who throw snowballs at older persons." 
"People who in a store test the bread to see if it is 
fresh." 
"Making fun of older people" 
"People who run and bump into things, not caring any-
thing for the other people in the store." 
Wfeople who don't help older people. Leave them to 
oross orowded streets alone, or shove them, or be 
veey rude." 
"Some children Who make fun of the teacher because 
she can't hear too well." 
The particular impolite actions that were cited were 
of the following types: 
mrhen you buy something, the clerks who .do not thank 
you." 
"Girls and boys Who insult other girls and boys whom 
they do not like." 
"Speaking out of tum" 
~tttng in when someone else is talking." 
"Children who .answer their parents back." 
Poor manners, impoliteness and lack of courtesy (in 
general) are the traits named used to designate the general 
statements made concerning the violations of correct eti-
quette. Examples of these statements are given below: 
"A person Who doesn't have manners." 
"People who have no manners. " 
"People who haTe poor manners." 
"People Who are discourteous." 
"People who don•t show courtesy." 
"People Who are not courteous." 
"People who are impolite." 
"Not being polite" 
"Boys and girls Who are not polite." 
Poor manners in public and laok of courtesy in public 
places are the trait names used to designate statements, · 
of which examples are given below: 
" A person who does not know how to act in front of 
company." 
"Ones who do not know how to behave in classes and in 
public places." 
"Teen-age girls that act terrible on the street." 
"People who go into stores and try to make it as hard 
as they can for the clerks." 
"People who do not show courtesy on the bus." 
"Boys and girls who are not courteous in school." 
"Not being courteous in public places" 
"Boys and girls who do not show courtesy when they are 
out." 
The trait names roughness, freshness or sassinese, 
improperly chewing gum, and quarreling in public, were all 
derived from statements that used those words as they ap-
pear in the trait n~e. Smoking at the improper age or 
place is used to designate statements that pointed out the 
fact that teen-agers are too young to smoke and people 
should not smoke on buses. 
Table VII, showing violations of the correct forms of 
etiquette stated as disliked by boys and girls, follows. 
TABLE VI! 
VIOLATIONS OF THE CORRE.CT FOEMS Oli' ETIQUETTE 
STATED AS DISLIXED THE FREQUENCY OF THE 
STATEMENTS MADE ARlWTGED IN .lWIK OBDER 
AOCORDmG TO THE TOTAL NlJMBER 01' PUPILS 
AND SEX 
Trait No. of Statements Made 
Boys Girls Total 
Noise or Loudness in Public 
Impolite Speech 
Roughness . 
Particular Discourteous Actions 
Smoking at Improper Age or Place 
Poor Manners (in General) 
Freshness or Sassiness 
Impoliteness (in General) 
Lack of Courtesy in Public Places 
Improperly Chewing Gum 



































TABLE VII {concluded) 
Trait No. of Statements Made 
Boys Girls Total 
Lack of Courtesy (in General) 2 3 5 
Poor Manners in Public 0 5 5 
Particular Impoli~~~A~c~t-i~o~n-s __________ ~o~----~5 ____ ~6~--
Total Number of Statements ~3 195 288 
Tabulation of the items in Table VII shows again that 
the observation of the correct forms of etiquette is im-
portant to the participants. Noise or loudness in public 
was pointed out most frequently, which shows that the pupils 
consider it as the most important violation of the correct 
forms of etiquette. Impolite speech ranked second highest 
in frequency. This shows that the pupils are very conscious 
of the fact that people should use proper language. Roughness 
was repeated quite frequently, which shows that it is con-
sidered an important breach of etiquette by th~ pupils. 
Statements, which pointed out particular discourteous ac-
tions, were made in quite a few of the statements. These 
show that the pupils vary in their opinions as to the par- · 
ticular acta of courtesy which they consider important. 
~ew unqualified statements were made that pointed out 
lack of courtesy. This shows that the pupils generally do 
not consider lack of this trait without reference to the 
place where it is shown, or the particular act that is 
demonstrated. 
Few general statements were written about poor manners as 
they are shown in public. However, examination of the 
table shows that poor manners were generally mentioned in 
many statements which did not refer to any particular place. 
This shows that few of the pupils consider exhibition of 
this group of actions from any particular viewpoint. A 
total of five examples was presented which demonstrate 
impoliteness. Thus it is shown that only a few of the 
pupils consider particular actions to be worthy of mention. 
The girls wrote 195, and the boys wrote 93 statements 
concerning the violations of correct etiquette. Thus it 
is shown that the number of girls' and boy-s' statements 
are in the ratio of two to one. This ratio demonstrates 
the fact that the girls consider it more important not to 
violate the forms of correct e:tiquette. The number of 
violations pointed out and the repetition of the statements 
concerning each violation shows that each sex emphasized 
individual traits in about the same proportion of the total 
number of statements. However, both sexes show agreement 
in the degree of emphasis attributed to each trait. 
Summary of the table shows that the pupils consider 
it important not to violate the correct forms of etiquette. 
They- do not like to see a person lacking in manners, in 
courtesy and politeness, and as is shown by the individual 
traits named, various people observe these traits from 
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particular viewpoints. Thus it may be concluded that many 
o£ the participants, in this survey, consider it important 
not to violate the correct forme of etiquette. 
The category next in importance, to the participants, 
is that of social acceptance. Tables VIII and IX point out 
behavior related to social acceptance. Table VIII shows 
the behavior which was sta..ted as liked. 
Most of the trait names used in this table present a 
clear picture of the type o£ behavior represented. However, 
any particular trait name which may not clearly reveal the 
thoughts as expressed by the pupils is demonstrated in the 
examples of the component statements that are given below. 
Good sportsmanship was presented in the way that it 
is stated in the table and also as: 
nTaking part in school activities." 
"Being agreeable" 
"Getting along with everyone" 
Non-aggressiveness was also written a.s: 
"Not fighting" 
~ot getting into trouble" 
"Gentleness" 
"Not being bossy" 
"Patience" 
A sense of humor was written of in this way and as: 
"Being a lot of fun" 
Pleasantness was also stated as: 
"Good company" 
"Seems to think and act as if living were grand." 
Laok of exhibitionism was expressed in the following 
"A girl to be a li ttl& sophistioa.ted." 
"Not showing off" 
"Not being silly in public" 
"E'ot aoting ahildish or alownish" 
"Acting one's age" 
''Non-braggers" 
Thoughtfulness was brought out in the following 
·:s:tuement.l. 
"A person who doesn't make fun of people." . 
"A person who is not biased against nationality." 
"!houghtfa.lness" · · 
"A sympathetic person" 
"One who doe en' t let a person seem uncounted·." 
"People who make you feel good by oomplimenting you." 
"People who aren't ashamed to talk to you in public." 
Naturalness was pointed out through the following 
des oripti one. 
· "People who don't think that they know it all•" 
"Common, ordinar.y people" 
"Acting natural" 
Straightforward was repeated in this way. 
"Being straightforward, saying what they think." 
The remaining types of behavior appear in the trait 
name in the table just as they were stated in the free 
writing of the pupils. 
TABLE VIII 
BEHAVIOR RELATED TO SOCIAL ACCEPTANCE STATED 
AS LIKED THE FBEQUENCY OF THE STATEMEN'PS MADE 
ARRANGED IN RANK ORDER ACCORDING TO THE TOTAL 
NUMBER OF PUPILS AND SEX 
Trait :No. of Statements Made 
Bozs Girls Total 
!Priendliness 13 20 33 
Good Sportsmanship 10 16 25 
Non~aggressiveness 10 11 21 
Sense of Humor 11 ., 18 Quietness 8 '1 15 
Pleasantness 4 10 14 




:Na. turalness 5 4 9 
Pleasing Votce and Speech 4 6 9 
Similar Interests 4 5 9 
Ambition 2 4 6 
Good Conversationalist 4 2 6 
Systematic 2 -2 4 
Thriftiness 1 1 2 
Rard Markers (Teachers) 0 2 2 
Straightforward 2 0 2 
Alertness 0 2 2 
Possession of Talent 0 1 1 
Sense of Adventure 1 0 1 
Good Health 1 0 1 
No S~ecial Behavior 1 0 1 
Total Number of Statements 91 112 203 
Tabulation of Table VIII shows that a total of 203 
statements were made about behavior which is related to 
social acceptance. This fact demonstrates that the pupils 
consider it important to know what kind of behavior will 
help a person to be accepted socially. Twent.1-one types 
of behavior were mentioned which shows that individual pupil 
differ in the traits that they consider worthy of mention. 
However, more pupils agree that friendliness, good sports-
manship, non-aggressiveness and a sense of humor are assets 
to one's personality than agree Qn any other traits. Only 
two pupils pointed out that a person should be thrifty, 
straightforward, and alert. AD. equally small number con-
sider it an asset for a teacher to be a hard marker. The 
poss.eesion of talent, a sense of adventure, and good health 
were each mentioned by a single pupil. Thus it may be 
pointed out that these types of behavior which were men-
tioned only once or twice are not considered very important 
by most of the pupils. There is only one pupil who did not 
consider any specific trait to be of importance as is shown 
by the fact that he wrote nFor no special reason." 
Comparison of the statements made by the girls and 
by the boys do not show any real sex difference in the 
total number of statements written, or in the emphasis 
given to any particular type of behavior mentioned. 
A summary of the table (Table VIII) shows that indi-
vidual pupils vary in their opinions of the type of be-
havior shown by people, which they consider important 
enough to mention through the medium of free writing. 
Friendliness, good sportsmanship, non-aggressiveness, and 
a sense of humor are the only types of behavior given ap-
preciable weight by the group and by each sex. However, 
since the opinionnaire did not ask the pupils to state 
the degree of importance which they attach to the traits 
they mention, any types of behavior, include~ in the table 
are noteworthy of attention. 
Table IX points out the behavior related to social 
acceptance recorded as disliked. 
A review of the individual statements, which make up 
each trait name, as stated in the table, is necessary for 
a clear understanding of the table. Below, the traits 
and their component statements are recorded. 
Exhibitionism was brought out in various ways, as 




"Acting silly to get attention." 
"Braggers" 
"Not acting our age" 
"People putting up a false front" 
"Girls going gaga over every new apprentice" 
"Being very talkative" 
Self-concern was expressed in the following quotations: 
"Conceit in a person" 
"People, who think that they are big shots." 
"Wise guys" 
"A person who thinks self to be high class." 
"People who think that they own the world." 
"All stars in sports" 
"Know-it-alle" 
"A person who is always talking about b±mself." 
"A person who is never willing to listen to anybody 
else." 
Aggressiveness was pointed out in suoh statements as: 
"People who disturb others." 
"Trouble•makers" 
"A quick temper" 
"Impatience" 
"Crabby people" 
"E'ot being good-natured" 
"Starting fights" 
"People who are always fighting." 
"Always telling someone off" 
''Preaching for nothin-g at other people" 
"Argumentative people" 
Loudness was expressed in the same word a.s it is re-
corded on the table. 
Poor sportsmanship was brought out as it appears on 
the table and as: 
"People who are always spoiling your game." 
"Being altogether too critical" 
"Purposely embarrassing people" 
"People, who are not understanding." 
"People who play tricks on you." 
''People who make fun of you." 
"People who are too fussy." 
Poor Speech included statements which pointed out poor 
grammar, talking too fast, using slang, and not talking dis-
tinctly. Annoying habits included the following statements: 
"People talking with their hands all over the place." 
"A particular girl's awfully weird laugh" - · 
"Smoking and drinking" 
"Careless children playing in the streets. Accidents 
are caused this way." 
"Girls biting their fingernails." 
Frivolousness was stated as: 
"Anyone who oan never be serious." 
"Girls who never understand a serious situation." 
TABLE IX 
BEHAVIOR REJ:,ATED TO SOCIAL ACCEPTANCE STATED 
AS DISLIKED THE l!'BEQUENCY OF THE STATEMENTS 
MADE A.RIWrGD m RAWK OBDER AOOOIIDING TO THE 
TOTAL NUMBER Ol!' PUPILS AND SEX 
Trait No. of Statements Made 
Boys Girls Total 
Exhibitionism 20 34 54 
Self-Concern 1'7 26 42 
Aggressiveness 15 1'7 32 
Loudness 9 8 1'7 
Poor Sportsmanship 7 9 16 
Poor Speech ' 4 4 8 
Unsociableness l 8 9 
Annoying Habits 4 5 9 
Biased Opinions 0 2 2 
Indecision l 0 l 
Frivolousness 0 2 2 
Total Number of Statements 78 114 192 
Tabulatio~ of this table shows tbat the pupil e made 
192 statements concerning behavior related to social ac-
ceptance that is disliked. This shows that the partici-
pants consider such behavior to be socially detrimental 
to one's pers.onality. Exhibitionism, self-concern, and 
aggressiveness were repeated most frequently, which shows 
that they are considered to be the greatest hindrances. 
Biased opinions, indecision and frivolousness are con-
sidered as the least important aspects of the shortcomings 
of a personality, as shown by the fact that they were men-
_tioned by only one or two of the pupils. 
The girls made 114 statements and the boys made 78 
statements pointing out this behavior. This shows that 
the girls a.re more conscious of a person's behavior in 
a social situation than are the boys. The distribution 
·Of the statements concerning the individual types of 
behavior pointed out, reveals that both sexes stressed 
or did not put emphasis on the same forms of behavior. 
Thus, no real sex difference is shown in the table. 
In summary, this table (Table IX) shows that more 
pupils consider exhibitionism, self-concern, and aggressive-
ness to be hindrances to social acceptance, than any other 
type of behavior is considered as such, by the pupils. The 
girls consider behavior of the type pointed out in this 
table to be of greater importance than do the boys. However 
of the pupils who do consider these types of behavior, no 
real sex difference is shown in the weighting of the in-
dividual types of behavior. 
Behavior related to moral character reported as liked 
and disliked is shown in Tables X and XI. Table X shows 
the frequency of distribution of the characteristics of 
behavior which are related to moral character which were 
stated as liked. 
Since this table is the composite idea of the thoughts 
expressed in the free writings of the boys and girls, clari-
fication of the trait names used in the table (Table X) may 
be neoessar,y. To accomplish this purpose, examples of the 
statements which are presented by each trait name are given~ 
The trait name, kindness, represents statements that pointed 
out kindness as it is written in the table and also as: 
"A person who is considerate of others." 
"A person who speaks well of people." 
"A person who is nice to everyone." 
"A person who is kind to animals." 
"People who do good for . others." 
"A person who cares enough to help the less fortunate, 
or people who need advice." 
The trait name,generosity, represents the statements 
that pointed out kindness in a specialized ·:way. It was 
stated as written in the table and as: 
"Being interested in others b.esides oneself." 
"Being willing to lend one's things." 
"Willingness tQ share one's possessions." 
"Unselfishnesalt· . . 
"A person who is willing to lend." 
Obedience and respeot ·for people and authority was 
4 . 
usually written as it is reeorded -on the table, but it 
was also expressed as: 
. 
"People who do not beat up oh11dren." 
. "A person who respects her elders." 
"People, who are obedient." 
"People who ·have. respect for ola~r people, especially . 
their parents." . .. . 
."People who obey J!l,nd respe"-'t those who are in authority." 
"People who obey the laws and regulations of their 
. school and oi ty." . · 
"People who show reverence." 
A clean mind ,and spirit was stated in the foll~wing ways: 
"Clean talk" . ~ 
"A good olean kid" 
"Decency" 
"A person with honor" 
"People who have clean minds." 
"People who do not say bad things." 
Integrity expresses these statements and phrases: 
"Someone who will not talk behind my back." 
"Trustworthy" · 
"Real friends" 
"A person who never tries to shift the blame when he 
has done wrong." 
"People who are dependable." 
"A person whom I can look up to." 
"A person who likes you for what you are, not for what 
you possess." 
"A person who is trustwortby to everybody." 
Honesty was usually stated as it appears in the table 
and also in these ways: 
"A person who is honest." 
"Being honest" 
"One who doesn't copy other students' home work." 
"People who pay their bills on time." 
Loyalty was pointed out in statements such as are 
written below: 
"People who show loyalty in their work." 
"Someone who is loyal." 
"Being loyal" 
Truthfulness was a trait that was usually expressed 
in the same terms as is stated on the table, but also as: 
"A person who is straightforward in what he says." 
"People who do not lie." 
"People who are truthful." 
"People to be truthful" 
1'airnesa was stated as: 
"People who are fair." 
"Being fair" 
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Pride was written as: 
"A person with pride" 
TABLE X 
BmiA.VIOR RELATED TO MOBAL CHARACTER STATED AS LIKED 
THE FREQUENCY OF THE STATEMENTS MADE ARRANGED IN BANK 
ORDER ACCORDING TO THE TOTAL NUMBER OF PUPILS AND SEX 
Trait No. of Statements Made 
Bozs Girls Total 
Kindness 15 29 44 
Generosity 10 21 31 
Respect for People and Authority 8 1'7 25 
Clean Mind and Spirit 8 16 24 
Integrity 10 10 20 
Honesty 6 9 15 
Loyalty 1 '1 a 
Truthfulness 5 1 6 
:B'airnees 1 3 4 
Pride 1 2 3 
Total Number of Statements 65 115 180 
Tabulation of Table X shows tbat 180 statements were 
made which point out moral character. This fact indicates 
that the participants, in tbis study, considered it impor-
tant for people to be of good moral character. The fact 
that kindness and generosity were repeated most frequently 
shows tbat, of the pupils who wrote about moral character, 
these traits are considered as most important. The table 
indicates that showing respect for people ~d authority, 
I 
and being clean in mind and in spirit are considered im-
portant behavior characteristics by the participants. ~ew 
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pupils consider fairness and pride to be important enough 
to mention, is shown by the fact that they were repeated 
only a few times. 
Examination of Table X shows that the girls made 50 
more statements than did the boys which indicates that the 
girls are more conscious of the moral cba.racteristics of 
people. The traits that were repeated frequently by the 
total number of pupils were emphasized by both sexes, and 
the traits that were stated only a few times totally were 
not emphasized by either sex. 
In summar,y, Table X shows that moral character is 
considered by the participants as important to a good 
personality. The girls emphasized moral character more 
than did the boys, but no real sex difference is shown in 
the emphasis given to any individual behavior cbaracteristic. 
Table XI shows the frequeBcy distribution of the be-
havior eh&racteristics, which show lack of moral character 
stated as disliked. The thoughts expressed by the com-
ponent statements and examples of some of the statements 
which point out these characteristics are given below. 
Lack of integrity 'included statements which pointed 
out talking about people, lying, bad behavior, fair weather 
friends, and not being dependable. Saying bad things, dis-
loyalty, prejudice, being a hypocrite and falseness, were 
also included. Some of the other thoughts are contained 
in the following quotations. 
»Having bad thoughts when anyone says something." 
"Boys and girls who hang around. with each other too 
often." 
"Boys and girls Who look for trouble." 
"Men who disturb young girls." 
"People who do not keep u:p their religion." 
Selfishness was :presented as greed, stinginess, not 
helping less fortunate :people, and as it was stated in the 
. table. 
Dishonesty was stated as such and as stealing, cheating, 
sneakiness, and borrowing and not returning things. 
Lack of respect for people and authority besides being 
· presented in this way was stated as: 
"Being hateful to people" 
"People who do not do things for their Mother and Pather 
"Children who call you names." 
"People who are mean to others." 
"Seeing only bad in others." 
"Criticizing others~ continuously" 
Unkindness was also stated as: 
"People who mistreat children." 
"People who are not kind to animals." 
"People who are cruel to invalids." 
"Being inconsiderate of the feelings of others" 
"A person who does not treat his friends right." 
Jealousy and laziness were :presented only as they are 
recorded in the table, (Table XI). 
TABLE n 
BEHAVIOR mATED TO MORAL CliA:aACTER STATED AS DISLIXED 
THE FREQUENCY OF THE STATEMENTS MADE ABR.ANGED IN RANK 
· ORDER ACCORDING TO THE TOTAL NUMBER OF PUPILS AND SEX 
Trait N.o. of Statements Made 
Bozs Girls Total 
Lack of integrity 26 39 65 
Selfishness 13 35 48 
Di.shonesty 9 22 31 
La.ck of Respect for People and 
Authority 3 14 1'1 
Unkindness 4 JU5 19 
Jealousy 1 3 4 
Laziness 1 1 2 
Total Number of Statements 5'1 129 186 
Tabulation of Table XI shows that 186 statements which 
pointed out lack of moral character were made. This shows 
that the participants do not admire people who exhibit 
these traits. Lack of integrity, selfishness and dishonesty 
were the traits that were pointed out moat frequently. This 
fact shows that more pupils do not like people to exhibit 
behavior whioh shows that they have these cbaraeteristioe, 
than behavior whioh shows that people have any of the other 
traits mentioned in the table. Only a few statements were 
made which pointed out jealousy and laziness. This fact 
indicates that only a few of the pupils considered these 
traits important enough to mention. 
Further examination of the table shows that the girls 
made 129 statements, and the boys made 5'1 statements which 
l 
pointed out behavior that shows lack of moral character. 
Comparison of the number of statements made by each sex 
indicates that the girls consider it more important for 
people not to show that they lack moral character. The 
statements repeated most frequently by each sex were those 
which showed the highest frequency of repetition by the 
total number o:f pupils. The behavior characteristics that 
were stated only a few times by all the pupils, were men-
tioned in few statements made by either sex. Thus, the 
frequency of repetition of the characteristics stated by 
each sex reflected the :frequency distribution o:f the char-
acteristics stated by all the pupils. Thus no sex differ-
ence is shown in the emphasis placed on the individual 
traits mentioned. 
In summar,y, Table XI shows that the participants do 
not like to see people exhibit lack of moral character. 
The girls consider moral character to be a more important 
part of personality than do the boys. However, of the 
boys and girls who do consider these characteristics to be 
worthy of mention, there is no sex difference shown in the 
weighting of the individual traits. 
Appearance is the oategor,v in which the fewest number 
of statements were written. Tables XII and XIII show the 
distribution of these characteristics stated as liked and 
disliked. Table XII points out the characteristics stated 
as liked. Previous to the presentation of this table an 
explanation of the statements which point out each charaot 
istic are written below. 
Cleanliness was usually stated as it appears in the 
table. Other ways in which it was expressed were: 
"Being olean" 
"People who are elean." 
"Boys and girls who look clean." 
"Boys who are not dirty." 
Neatness was expressed as such and as: 
"Being neat" 
"People who are neat." 
"A girl who looks neat." 
"A person who is neat." 
"People who are always neat." 
"People who are neat in appearance." 
Descriptions of the characteristic well-dressed in-
cluded such statements as: 
"Girls who use the right colors in their dress." 
"A person who has the habit of dressing well, wherever 
they go." 
"A person who is well-dressed." 
"A girl who dresses well." 
Well-groomed is the trait name used to describe the 
general statements made concerning appearance. These 
statements were written as: 
"A person who is well-groomed." 
"People who are well-groomed." 
"Boys and girls who dress neatly and look clean." 
A graceful carriage was presented as: 
":People who have the correct posture." 
"A person who has an attractive walk." 
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The statements that pointed out beauty were written in 
these ways. 
"A nice looking girl" 
"A girl who is pretty." 
The statement pointed out that the pupil likes people 
to be short in stature. 
TABLE XII 
CBARACTEB!ST!CS 0' APPEARANCE STATED AS LIKED 
THE YBEQUENCY OF THE STATEMENTS MADE . 
ARRA.WGED m RA.NK ORDER .A.CCOHDING TO 
TBE TOTAL BUMBER OF PUPILS A'ND SEX 
Trait No. of Statements Made 
Bole Girls Total 
Cleanliness 13 8 21 
Neatness 2 19 21 
Well-dressed 6 8 14 
Well-groomed 2 3 5 
Graceful Carriage 2 0 2 
Beauty 2 0 2 
Short in Stature 1 0 1 
( 
Total Number of Statements 28 38 66 
Tabulation of Table XII points out that only 66 state-
ments were made concerning the obaracteristi_cs of appearance 
which are liked. Thus 1 t is _shown that the participants 
usually do not consider a good appearance to be an expressi 
of an attractive personal! ty. The speci fie trai ta of oleanli 
ness and neatness were repeated most frequently, which shows 
that the pupils consider the habits of being neat and olean 
' 
to be the most important of a person's appearance. However, 
C>srnt• U ... ,._ I 
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since some statements were made which pointed out that the 
pupils like to see people well-dressed and well•groomed, 
it may be stated that 61 statements show that some of the 
pupils consider good grooming to be an attractive quality 
in a person. 
A person's carriage, beauty, and stature are considered 
the least impor tant aspects of an attractive appearance, 
as is shown by the fact that only a few statements pointed 
out these characteristics. 
Exam1nation of the number of statements made shows 
that the total number of statements made by either sex was 
not large, and the difference in the number of statements 
made does not reveal any real sex difference. The number 
of statements made by both sexes concerning the individual 
traits was too small to show any sex difference in the con-
sideration of these characteristics. 
Totally, the table shows that the appearance of a 
person is not considered by the pupils to be an important 
aspect of the personality of people. This thought is re-
flected in the few repetitions made of any individual char-
acteristic of appearance. Neither the boys nor the girls 
attach much importance to a person's appearance and thus 
no real sex difference is shown. 
Table XIII indicates the characteristics that were 
stated as disliked. There were only three characteristics 
of an unattractive appearance pointed out in the statements 
made. The first of these characteristics was dirtiness 
which was written as: 
"People who are dirty." 
":Being dirty" 
"People who are not olean." 
"People who are dirty all the time." 
Untidiness was expressed as: 
"A sloppy looking person" 
"A person who doesn't look neat." 
"Not being neat" 
Poorly dressed is the trait name used to indicate these 
statements: 
"A person who wears a lot of makeup." 
"A person whq wears too much makeup." 
"A person who doesn't dress nicely." 
"A person who is not dressed in a proper way." 
TABLE XIII 
OHARACTEBISTIOS Ol APPEARANCE STATED AS DISLIKED 
THE lPBBQUENCY OF THE STATEMENTS MADE A:RRAWGED IN 
RA.1fK ORDER ACCORDING TO THE TOTAL NUMBER OF PUPILS 
AND SEX . 
Trait No. of Statements Jlade 
Boys Girls Tota.l 
Dirtiness 5 7 12 
Untidiness 2 4 6 
Po~rly dressed 2 2 4 
Total Number of Statements 9 13 22 
< 
Tabulation of Table XIII points out that a total of 
onl~ 22 statements were made that indicate characteristics 
of appearance which the pupils do not like. This shows 
that the participants in the survey do not consider an un-
attractive appearance to be a very important aspect of the 
qualities which are detrimental to the personali~ of a 
person. So few statements were made concerning the specific 
characteristics mentioned that no conclusion can be drawn 
as to the importance of one characteristic in relation to 
the other traits mentioned. 
Both bo~s and girls consider appearance to be inoiden 
in the anal~sis of the personality traits of people, as 
is demonstrated by the fact that ver.y few statements which 
pointed out these characteristics were written b~ either 
sex. 
In summary, Table XIII points out tba t the pb7sioal 
characteristics which are unattractive to t he pupils are 
not considered very important by them. No ~ real sex dif-
ference is shown in the repetition of any individual traits 
stated as disliked, nor in the total number of statements 
made concerning the dislikes in this category. 
OH.APTRR IV 
CONCLUSIONS 
SUDABY OF FINDINGS 
The conclusions drawn upon the completion of the 
study' were: 
1. Statements made by the 239 pupils participating 
in the study totaled 1,311 statements. The girls. who 
numbered 12' made 83' statements; 344 statements of the 
traits liked, and 451 statements of the traits disliked. 
The boys, Who consituted 112 members of the group made a 
total of 474 statements, 237 of these concerning the traits 
liked and 237 concerning the traits disliked. 
2. There were 15 more girls participating in the 
survey than there were boys. The girls wrote 63.8 per cent 
of the total number of statements made, and the boys made 
36.2 per cent of them. The statements of traits liked com-
posed 47.5 per cant ot the total number of statements 
written. The girls made 11.3 ·per cent more of the total 
number of statements as traits liked than were made by the 
boys. A total of 52.6 per cent of all the statements re-
corded were written about the traits disliked. The girls 
made 16.3 per cent more of the total number of statements 
concerning traits disliked than were made by the boys. 
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This shows that the gt~a. · ere more concerned in expressing . 
the traits that they liked and disliked in people than were 
the boys. 
3. The grade nine pupils wrote 709 or 54.1 per cent 
and the grade eight pupils wrote 602 or 46.9 per cent of 
the total number of statements made. The grade nine pupils 
made 69 or 6•9 per cent more of the total number of state-
ments concerning traits liked than were made by the grade 
eight pupils concerning traits liked. The statements which 
expressed the traits disliked show that those made by the 
grade nine pupils exceeded those made by the grade eight 
pupils by 48 statements which was 2.9 per cent more of the 
total number of statements made in the su.rvey. This shows 
that those further advanced in school are more conscious 
of the traits exhibited by the people w1 th whom they are 
concerned. 
4. The traits pointed out by the pupils were grouped 
into four categories: etiquette, social acceptance, moral 
character, and appearance were the headings used to desig-
nate these categortes-. The percentage of the total number 
of statements made which concern each category varied little 
with the exceptiQn of those which concern appearance. Tbd~~"~' 
five and two-tenths per cent of the statements were written 
about etiquette, 30.2 per cent about social acceptance, 
27.9 per cent about moral character, and 6.7 per cent about 
r 
appearance. 
5. Individually, the percentage of statements written 
in each category by the pupils in grade eight and grade 
nine did not var,y significantly concerning either the traits 
liked or the traits disliked. The number of statements 
made by each sex shows that the girls made a slightly larger 
percentage of the statements in each oa.tegory. 
6. Correct manners, kindness and friendliness were 
pointed out most frequently as the characteristics liked. 
Noise or loudness in public, eXhibitionism, and lack of 
integrity were pointed out most frequently as the ebaraoter-
istios disliked. Each sex reflected this picture with the 
exception that the boys rated courtesy in public places 
higher than they rated general good manners. 
7. The cbaracteristics pointed out least frequently 
which concerned the statements of the traits liked were: 
correct manners in public places, politeness in public 
places, particular polite actions, possession of talent, 
sense of adventure, good health, hard markers, straight-
forwardness, alertness, gracefulness of carriage, beauty, 
and shortness of stature. The characteristics pointed out 
least frequently as disliked were: biased opinions, in-
decision, frivolousness, and laziness. 
Following is a summary of the traits rated most fre-
quently. 
THE TRAITS STATED MOST FREQUENTLY AS LIKED AND DISLIKED 
The data indicating the most frequently repeated traits 
were obtained by examining the preceding tables and making 
composite listings for the total group of pupils, for the 
girls and for the boys. The most significant fact that was 
obtained was that no trait was repeated frequently enough 
to total more than 5 per cent of the. total number of 
statements made by the entire group. Noise or loudness 
in public was the only trait t o which 5 per cent of the 
total number of statements was devoted. Below is a listing 
of the traits stated as liked which were stated ten times 
or more. This listing is arranged in rank order and the 
frequency of repetition of each trait is shown. 
Trait Frequency 
Kindness 44 
Correct Manners (in General) 36 
Politeness (in General) 36 
Cou:trtesy (in General) 36 
Friendliness 33 
Generosity 31 
Good Sportsmanship 25 
Respect for People and Authority 25 
Clean Mind and Spirit 24 





Sense of Humor 18 Quietness 15 






Lack of Exhibitionism 
Thoughtfulness 






The traits wbioh were stated by all the pupils as 
disliked in ten or more statements are listed below: 
Trait Frequency 
Noise or Loudness in Public 72 
Lack of Integrity 65 
Exhibitionism 54 
Selfishness 46 
Impolite Speeoh 44:, 
Self-Concern 42 




Smoking at Improper Age or Place 20 
Poor Manners lin G&neral) 19 
Lack of Respect for People and Authority 17 
Loudness 17 
Poor Sportsmanship 16 
Unkindness 16 
Freshness or Sassiness 13 
Dirtiness 12 
Impoliteness (in General) 11 
There were 837 statements made by the girls who par-
ticipated in the study. Noise or loudness in public was 
the only trait which was repeated by them in 5 per oent or 
more of their statements. Below is a listing of the traits 
pointed out in ten or more statements as liked by them. 
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Trait 
Foliteness (in General) 
Kindness 
Correet Manners (in General) 
Generosity 
Friendliness 
Courtesy in Public Places 
Respect for People and Authority 
Clean Mind and Spirit 
Good Sportsmanship 
Courtesy (in General) 
Non-Aggressiveness 
















A listing of the traits disliked whioh were repeated 
in ten or more statements by the girls is shown below ·1n 
order of frequency. 
Tra.i t Frequency 
Noise or Loudness in Public 52 
Lack of Integrity 39 
Selfishness 35 
Exhibitionism 34 
Impolite Speech 28 
Roughness 26 
Self-Concern 25 




Lack of Respect for People and Authority 14 
Smoking at Improper Age or Place 10 
Poor Manners fin General) 10 
A total of 474 statements was made by the boys. Lack 
o:f integrity was the only statement whieh was repeated in 
5 per cent o:f their statements. However, those traits 
which were pointed out in ten or more statements were com-
piled. Following is a listing o:f the traits stated as liked 
in ten or more statements. 
Trait 
Courtesy (in General) 




















A listing of the traits stated as disliked ten times 
or more is listed below in the order of frequency. 
Trait 
Lack of Integrity 






:Particular Discourteous Actions 











From the preceding listings, it is shown that the 
traits of people stated as liked and disliked varied widely. 
No trait was repeated in more than 5 per cent of the state-
ments. Only 23 traits stated as liked and 19 traits stated 
4s disliked by all the pupils were repeated in ten state-
ments or more. The girls made ten statements or more of 
14 traits liked and 14 tra.i ts disliked. The boys repea.ted 
in ten or more statements 10 traits liked and 9 traits 
disliked. 
USES OF THE STUDY 
Below are listed some of the uses which may be made 
of this study by the guidance counselor or teacher in 
individual or group guidance work. 
1. To aid the counselor or teacher in reviewing 
the personality traits of people whom the junior 
high school pupils consider, and to see which 
traits affect these boys and girls positively 
or negatively. 
2. To develop in guidance personnel the awareness 
of the import.s.nce of peraonali ty training in 
the education of youth. 
3. As an aid in developing group guidance material 
for the teaching of the development of a successful 
personality. 
4. To provide introductory material by which the 
counselor ean stimulate in pupils the desire for 
studying and achieving a good personality. 
6. To provide a medium within which the individual 
pupils can identif,y their own shortcomings and 
personality problema. 
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6. To provide material which can be used in group 
discussions, through which the specific personality 
problems of individual pupils or those of the 
group can be solved. 
LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY 
1. This surve7 covered only a small sample of the youth 
of this age. 
2. Since these traits were obtained through free writings 
and were obtained in a single session, many of the 
traits which these pupils actually consider. in their 
daily life were not presented. A presentation which 
is larger in scope and is more typical of the group 
would require time for reflective thinking. 
3. This stuay merely reveals the traits considered as 
liked or disliked, but does not show the degree to 
which each individual pupil is affected b7 the presence 
of these traits. 
SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY 
1. A study of the degree to which each trait is 
liked or disliked. 
2. A study to determine if personality training 
would change the outlook of pupils of this age 
concerning personal ity traits. 
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3. A study to determine the relative importance of 
the trait categories to boys and girls of junior 
high school age. 
4. A. study to determine the personality traits which 
affect boys and girls of this ag·e and are not in-
cluded in this study. 
5. The planning of a tmi t on personality training 
for group guidance, which would use this study 
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This is not a test. It is an opinion survey about 
the traits that you observe in people throughout the da7· 
The traits of people are what they say or do and how they 
act. 
Ever,r day in the home, stores, school, buses or other 
public places You watch the behavior of many people. Some 
-
of the kinds of behavior that you obe,erve, pleases you, but 
other kinds of behavior that you notice do not please you. 
Without mentioning anyone by name, or referring to 
any one individual person, simply describe the behavior 
that you notice in others. First, list the habits and 
actions that you observe in others and like, and then list 
-
the habits and actions that you observe in others and~ 
not like. 
--
WRI~ HERE IN :PENCIL OR INK (USE THE OTHER SIDE OF TBE 
:PAPER IF NECESSARY) 
APPENDIX B 
Home Room Teachers, 
As a requirement for the thesis that I 
am writing, I am assigned the task to collect data which 
can be used in compiling group guidance materials in the 
field of social relations. 
MY schedule eliminates the possibility 
of gathering this information by myself. Therefore, I 
request your co-operation in carrying out this pro~ect. 
Of course, I realize that every extra activity is an 
addition to the already crowded day. 
I have tried to make out my inquiry 
form plus the administration sheet in such a way that a 
minimum of effort will be required for the administration 
of it. 
If you can find the time to administer 
this inquiry form this Friday or the beginning of nert 
week, I will greatly appreciate your help. 




This is an opinion survey, to determine the traits 
that Junior High School boys and girls like and dislike 
in people. The purpose of this survey is to collect data 
which Will make group guidance materials available in the 
field of social relations. 
NOTES FOR ADMINISTRATION Of OPINION POL~ 
1. See that each child has a sharpened pencil or 
pen before the questionnaire is passed out. 
2. There is no time limit for filling out the papers. 
3. When the papers are collected, return them to the 
folder and they will be picked up at your room. 
4. BEAD TO TBE PUPILS 
The purpose of the survey is to obtain your 
opinions about the traits that you like in people, and 
the traits that you dislike in people. 
Please be carefUl to check on your paper whether 
you are a boy or a girl, and to write down your grade and 
age. 
NO~ TO ADMINISTRATOR 
Please note and write below how this opinion survey 
is received and used by the pupils. Check 
one 
Were the pupils generally interested in the project?-yis no 
Did the pupils take the project seriously? yes no 
Did the pupils ask many questions? yes no 
Write below any information that you feel is pertinent 
to the project. 
